ARTHUR J. TAYLOR (editor), The standard of living in Britain in the Industrial Revolution, London, Methuen, 1975, 8vo, pp. lv, 216, £5.40 (£2.90 paperback) . This topic has generated more controversy than any other in British economic history, and Professor Taylor's book is, therefore, an important addition to the publisher's series, Debates in economic history. It is composed of a lengthy editorial introduction, followed by seven essays by outstanding economic historians, all of which have appeared in print already: Gilroy (1936), Tucker (1936) , Ashton (1949) , Hobsbawm (1957) , Hartwell (1961) The state of nutrition as related to the workers' ability or inability to purchase various foods is of central importance, and further research into several aspects of the problem is still necessary, with the emphasis on the medical factors. Clothing, housing, child labour, alcoholism, etc., present equally fascinating topics for similar studies at the borderline between economics and medicine. This book should, therefore, be examined carefully by those investigating the social aspects of medicine in eighteenth-and nineteenth-century Britain.
